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vorite occupation, and of late years the rais-
ing of cotton in the southwestern part has
been successful. The manufacturing industry
is still in its infancy, but is being gradually
developed. Prior to the Great War, convicts,
thousands of whom were brought into the
country annually, worked in the government
mines, or were assigned to private mine-own-
ers and manufacturers. From 1807 to 1899,
865,000 persons were exiled to Siberia, but
in 1900 the Tsar substituted imprisonment as
a penalty for many offenses.

stituted in Siberia, with an area of about
675,000 sq. m. It was recognized by the Rus-
sian Soviet Republic alone. In November
1922, it voluntarily dissolved and handed
back to Moscow the powers it had received
from her, becoming again an integral part of
the Russian commonwealth. Consult Bever-
idge's Russian Advance; Eraser's Real Si-
beria; Nansen's Through Siberia (1914);
Channing's Siberia's Untouched Treasure
(1923) ; Norton's The. Far Eastern Republic
of Siberia (1923).
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Siberia,
Emigrant Station at Stryetensk

The Russian Revolution in 1917 was wel-
comed generally in Siberia and the majority
of the population was content with the abo-
lition of tsarism; but a discontented minority
started a Bolshevistic propaganda and Si-
beria was soon involved in civil war. In 1918
the Siberian Government was created, and
Admiral Kolchak eventually became the head
of the counter-revolutionary forces. A period
of foreign intervention followed, during
which American, Japanese, and other foreign
troops entered Siberia. By December, 1919,
all but the Japanese troops withdrew, their
final evacuation not taking place until No-
vember, 1922* In April, 1920, a new state
known as the Far Eastern Republic was con-

Siberian Railway, or Trans-Siberian
Railway, strictly .speaking, the railway
reaching from Leningrad to the Japan Sea.
The Siberian railway, on which construction
was begun in 1891, starts at Chelyabinsk
(Tscheliabinsk), 1,769 m. by rail c. of Lenin-
grad, It extends through Omsk and Tomsk
to Irkutsk on Lake Baikal. At first, trains
were ferried across the lake, but a line around
the southern end was completed in 1905.
Thence the railway crosses the Khingan
Mountains into Manchuria, and extends via
Tsitsihar and Kharbin to Vladivostok on the
Japan Sea. The portion within Manchukuo
is known as the Chinese Eastern Railway,
though both it and a strip of territory on each